Summer Bulbs
G r o w i n g
Acidanthera – Plant 7.5cm (3") deep and
15-23cm (6-9") apart in late April or during May,
choosing a warm, sheltered and sunny position.
Do not plant out before the soil becomes
reasonably warm. To obtain earlier flowers, start
in pots under glass and plant out from late May
onwards. After flowering as the leaves discolour,
lift the corms, dry, and remove remains of the
foliage and store in a fairly warm, dry place until
replanting time.
Agapanthus – Plant on receipt in early
spring 45-60cm (18-24") apart in rich, moist soil,
choosing a sunny situation. Suitable for large
pots, tubs and the garden border. Ensure that
the plants are adequately watered in dry spells.
At the end of the season over winter tubs in a
cool frost free place, keeping the compost moist.
Plants grown in the border should be mulched
with weathered ashes, bracken, leafmould, straw
or bark chippings to give extra frost protection.
In colder parts of the country we recommend
growing the plants in pots.
Anemone – prior to planting soak the tubers
in cold water overnight. Incorporate garden
compost of leaf mould into the soil before
planting. Choose a position in the sun or partial
shade. Plant the tubers at a depth of 5cm (2”)
spacing the tubers 10cm (4”) apart. In autumn
add a mulch of well rotted garden compost or
leaf mould.
Begonia – Start in warmth at a temperature
of 13-18ºC (55-65ºF) from February onwards,
planting the tubers hollow side uppermost and
from 10-15cm (4-6") apart in boxes filled with
soil-less potting compost. Just cover the tubers
and water moderately until growth begins.
Transfer to pots using a good quality potting
compost and pot on as the plants develop.
For outdoor cultivation, harden off the plants
gradually before planting out 23-30cm (9-12")
apart once the danger of frost has passed.
Begonia Sensation/Parisienne
hanging – Start the plants into growth as
described above. Plant 3-5 begonia plants into a
30-35cm (12-14") basket or tub, once a good root
system has been established.
Bessera – Use a good quality, free draining
multipurpose compost or soil-based John Innes
number 2 potting compost. Plant 5 corms, 7.5cm
(3") deep in a 15-20cm (6-8") pot. The plants can
be grown in a greenhouse, conservatory or on a
window sill. Keep the plants well watered and
apply a balanced liquid fertilizer once a month
during the growing season. When the foliage
starts to yellow in September withhold water.
Remove dead foliage and store dry in a frost free
place until starting them into growth in spring.
Canna – The rhizomes may be started into
growth by planting in pots or boxes in March for
planting outdoors in June or plant directly in the
open ground in late May/early June as weather
conditions permit. Plant the rhizomes 5cm (2")
deep and 30cm (12") apart, in a well drained,
moist soil, in a sunny position. They may also be
grown in a pot, planting in a good quality moist
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compost during March in a greenhouse. Plants
will flower from mid summer to first frosts.
Rhizomes must be lifted in the autumn, carefully
dried and stored under frost free conditions for
the winter in sand or peat.
Chlidanthus – Plant during February
to May in a greenhouse or conservatory.
Temperature should not go below zero. When
there is no risk of frost plants can be moved
outside to a bright, sheltered spot. Do not
overwater and fertilize with slow release or
organic fertiliser when planting. Remove bulbs
after foliage starts to wither and store in peat in
a warm dry place. Plant with nose of bulb just
above the surface
Crocosmia – Plant outdoors in spring,
choosing a well drained position. Set the bulbs
8cm (3") deep. In cold areas it is advisable
to protect the bulbs left in the ground during
the winter, with a mulch of well rotted garden
compost or bark chippings. The bulbs can also be
grown in large containers.
Curcuma – Thrives in the long hot days of
summer in containers or in the border. If planting
outdoors wait until the risk of frost has passed.
Plant 2-3cm (¾-1¼) deep in sun or light shade.
In pots use a loam based potting compost and
when in growth apply a liquid feed every two
weeks. Lift the plants in autumn and overwinter
at a minimum temperature of 12ºC (54ºF) and
keep almost dry.
Cyrtanthus – as Hippeastrum (Amaryllis)
but lift bulbs after first frost and store in dry, frost
free place.
Dahlia – If planting is not to take place
immediately on receipt, remove from the bag
and store in moist peat. For early flowering,
start the tubers in pots or boxes of compost
in a greenhouse or frame, at a temperature of
13ºC (55ºF) during March and April. Harden
off, ready for planting outdoors in late May/
early June when the danger of frost has passed.
Alternatively, plant directly outdoors during May,
with the top of the tubers about 7.5cm (3") deep
and 50-90cm (2.5-3') apart, but be prepared to
give protection against frost. In autumn lift, dry
and store the tubers for winter, in dry peat, or
sand, in a cool frost free place.
Eucomis – The bulbs can be planted in
containers so that the growing tip is at soil
level. Keep the plants well watered when in
growth and apply a balanced liquid feed at
10-14 day intervals. Container grown plants
should be overwintered and kept dry in a frost
free greenhouse. Repot every year in spring.
Alternatively in mild areas they can be planted
15cm (6") deep in the border. Apply a mulch in
late autumn to give added frost protection.
Freesia – These bulbs are not fully hardy
so are best planted in containers or lifted in the
autumn. Plant from April to flower this summer.
Plant the corms 3-5cm (1-2”) deep and 7-9cm (34”) apart. If planting in the garden the soil should
be well drained and in a lightly shaded spot.

Freesias need regular heat and moisture to thrive.
Lift the bulbs in autumn and cut the stems back
to around 2cm (1”) and allow to dry. Store in peat
or sand in a dry, frost free place.
Gladiolus – To provide a succession of
flowering, plant at intervals from early March
until the end of May, choosing an open sunny
position. Plant either in rows 38cm (15") apart or
in groups, setting the corms 7.5-12cm (3-5") deep
and 10-25cm (8-10") apart, the greater depth
on light sandy soils and the greater distance on
fertile soils. Ensure the plants are staked early.
Lift in October, cut off the stems and store the
corms in a dry, frost free place.
Gladiolus Nanus – Plant in groups during
March and April 7.5cm (3") deep and 20cm
(8") apart, in an open sunny position. In milder
parts of the country the corms can be left in
the ground. Once the foliage has died back this
should be removed and a mulch of leafmould,
garden compost or bark chippings applied to
give extra frost protection. In colder areas and
on exposed sites treat as other Gladioli, lifting in
October and storing in a frost free place.
Gloxinia – Start into growth at a temperature
of 18ºC (65ºF), during January/March setting
the tuber with the flat or hollow side uppermost,
about 7.5cm (3") apart in seed trays filled with
moist compost or peat. Just cover the tubers with
the material and keep moist until growth begins.
When the roots have developed and the shoots
are 2.5-5cm (1-2") in length, transfer individually
to 12-15cm (5-6") pots, placing top of the tuber
level with the compost surface. Grow on under
humid conditions and shade from strong sun.
After flowering, as the leaves turn yellow,
gradually dry off and store the pots in a warm
place until it is time to remove and restart growth.
Hedychium – The plants are slow to start
into growth in spring but grow quickly once new
shoots emerge. Suitable for growing in large pots
or planting in the garden in a sunny sheltered
position. The plants are not frost hardy and
should be lifted before the first frosts of autumn.
In milder areas they may overwinter if given a
deep mulch. In colder parts of the country lift
and store the plants. Remove old stems as they
deteriorate. During winter keep the plants just
moist and frost free.
Hippeastrum (Amaryllis) Sonatini
– Plant the bulb into a pot with its tip just
below the surface of the compost. Grow
the plant on in a frost free greenhouse,
conservatory or indoors. Water sparingly
until the new growth appears. As soon as
the risk of frost has passed and the bulb has
started to grow it can be moved to the garden
or container. A sunny sheltered position is
required and if planting in the garden the soil
must be well drained. Feed the plant with
a general liquid fertilizer every six weeks.
After the leaves have died back in about
mid November apply a 5cm (2") mulch of
leafmould, garden compost or bark chippings
for added frost protection and protect the plant
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excessive winter wetness. To help establish the
plants, we recommend growing the bulbs in
pots for the first season.
Homeria – Prefer sunny locations in welldrained, sandy soil. Plant bulbs in the spring
approximately 3-5 cms (1-2”) deep. For the best
displays plant them by massing them in small
groups. Bulbs can be left in the soil but covered
with a good layer of mulch or in colder areas lift
the bulbs and store in a dry, frost free place.
Hymenocallis / Ismene – Plant the
bulbs in pots from February to May in a frost free
greenhouse or conservatory. The tip of the bulb
should be just above soil level. Alternatively the
bulbs could be planted direct into the border in
May and in this case plant 10cm (4") deep, in
sun or partial shade. Water sparingly until growth
commences. Once the danger of frost has passed
plants grown in the greenhouse can be moved
outdoors. When the foliage starts to die back stop
watering and keep dry over winter. Before the
first frosts of autumn the bulbs should be lifted
and moved back into frost free conditions. Re-pot
every 2-3 years prior to starting the bulbs into
growth in spring.
Iris Hollandica – Plant the bulbs 7-10cm
(3-4”) deep and 7-15cm (3-6”) apart in fertile,
well-drained soil in a sunny spot. Fertilise the
soil around the planted iris with bonemeal and a
low nitrogen fertiliser in spring. Best displayed
among other perennials, whose foliage conceals
the plants as they go dormant.
Ixia – Plant the bulbs outdoors in March at a
depth of 7.5cm (3"). Lift the bulbs in late summer
and store them in a cool, frost free place until
planting time. In mild areas where the bulbs are
grown in light sandy soils they can be left in the
ground over winter. Ixia can also be grown in
pots in a cool or cold greenhouse using a soilless
compost. Five bulbs planted 5cm (2") deep
would be sufficient for a 12.5cm (5") pot.
Lily – Grow outdoors in borders and tubs, or in
pots in the greenhouse. Plant as soon as possible
after arrival, 15cm (6ins) deep and 30cm (12")
apart. Choose a sunny position where the soil
is well drained, yet retains moisture. The roots
need protection from hot sun and a 5cm (2") deep
mulch of peat or leafmould which is best applied
immediately after planting. For pot culture, plant
one bulb to a 15cm (6") pot or three to a 25cm
(10") pot. Quarter fill with compost, set the bulbs
and just cover with compost, gradually adding
more as the plant develops.

Nerine flexuosa alba and
sarniensis – Best grown in containers at
a minimum temperature of 8-10C (46-50ºF).
Plant so that the tip of the bulb is just above the
surface. During the summer dormancy period
water approximately once a fortnight in hot
weather. Re-pot every 2 years in July or early
August before growth restarts. Feed with a
liquid tomato fertilizer when the plants are in
leaf growth.
Ornithogalum – Plant bulbs 5 - 7cm
(2-3”) deep outside, in a warm, sheltered spot
after the worst frosts have passed, planting
20 - 30cm (8-10”) apart. After the flowers have
finished and died back, lift and store the bulbs in
a dry, frost-free position until planting out again
the following year. The bulbs can also be potted
up using a good, general-purpose compost and
moved into the garden for the summer months.
Oxalis – Ideal for borders and rockeries, they
are also excellent as pot plants. Plant in sunny
situation about 5cm (2”) deep and 13cm (5”)
apart in any ordinary well-drained soil.
Ranunculus – Plant in the garden in free
draining soil, in a sunny, sheltered position.
If you prefer you can grow in containers of
loam based compost mixed with plenty of
horticultural grit to improve drainage. Plant
the tubers 8cm (3") deep with the ‘claws’
pointing down into the soil/pot. Feed and water
ranunculus plants regularly while growing.
After flowering, allow the foliage to die back
completely before removing it in late summer.
Reduce watering and allow the soil to dry out in
order to provide the tubers with a dry, dormant
period. If in the ground protect with leaf mould
but in more exposed areas lift and store in dry,
frost free place. Move containers to a frost-free
position during winter to protect the tubers from
cold, wet weather.
Roscoa – Orchid-like flowers preferring rich
well-drained soil. Hardy perennial plants of
the Ginger family. Sun or partial shade. Plant 4
inches (10cm) deep and 6 inches (15cm) apart
and mulch well over winter
Sprekelia – In pots plant the bulb so that
the neck and shoulders of the bulb are above the
surface and grow on the plants at a minimum

temperature of 7-10º (45-50ºF). When in growth
water moderately and apply a half strength liquid
feed every two weeks. Reduce watering when the
foliage starts to fade and store dry and cool at a
temperature of about 10-16ºC (50-60ºF).
In very mild areas speckelia can be grown in the
border in a sunny sheltered position. Plant the bulb
in April 5cm (2") deep. Lift and store overwinter.
Tigridia Pavonia Mix –Choose a south
or west facing bed, or container if planting
outdoors wait until the risk of frost has passed.
Sow tigridia bulbs 5cm (2”) deep and 15cms
(6”) apart. Plant in a garden bed or pot that has
had 5-8cms (2-3”) of compost worked into it.
Add a slow-release fertiliser before you plant
the bulbs. Water thoroughly at planting. Keep
the soil moist throughout the summer, only
watering as necessary. Bring the pots in before
the first frost or dig up the bulbs once the leaves
have died back. The bulbs can be stored at room
temperature.
Tuberose The Pearl (Polianthes
tuberosa) – Plant one tuber in 15cm (6")
pots 2.5cm (1") deep during March. Water
thoroughly and then sparingly until the leaves
appear. Maintain a minimum temperature of
15ºC (60ºF). When in growth keep the plants
well watered and apply a liquid fertilizer every
two weeks. The plants can be moved outdoors
once the danger of frost has passed, grow in a
sheltered, moderately fertile, well drained soil,
in full sun. The plants will reach a height of 6090cm (2-3'). Once the foliage starts to die back
reduce watering and keep them dry while they
are dormant. The tubers are not hardy and should
be lifted before the first frosts and stored in sand
in a frost free place. The tubers only flower once
but during the growing season young tubers will
have formed. These can be started into growth in
spring and will reach flowering size by the end of
the growing season. The new tubers will flower
the year after planting.
ZANTEDESCHIA (Calla) – Plant 10cm
(4") deep during March/April in pots and grow
on in a greenhouse, conservatory or indoors.
Alternatively store the tubers in a frost free place
in moist peat prior to planting outdoors in late
May. Before the danger of frost, bring plants
indoors, reduce watering, keeping just moist.
Zephyranthus robustus –Plant in
a well drained sunny position, after frosts have
finished. Bulbs should be planted 5cm (2”) deep
and 7-9cm (3-4”) apart. After planting water
the bulbs well. This bulb is hardy but in very
exposed areas protect with leaf mould or after
first frosts lift bulbs and allow to dry, then store
in dry, cool place.
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Nerine bowdenii – Choose a sunny
sheltered position, preferably at the foot of a
south wall and where the soil is light, rich and
well drained. Plant before the end of April, about

15cm (6") apart, with the bulb just below the
soil surface. Protect during the winter with a
good layer of leafmould, garden compost or bark
chippings, remove in spring. For cold greenhouse
culture, set one bulb to a 10cm (4") pot or three
to a 15cm (6") pot. Plant in compost, avoiding
rich conditions with the top 1cm (½") of the bulb
protruding. Rest pot grown bulbs after flowering.
Only re-pot every 3-4 years.
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